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Diamond Jubilee Lodge,   Wood View Road,   Hellesdon,   Norwich,   NR6 5QB 
Tel: 01603 301751     www.hellesdon-pc.gov.uk         email: clerk@hellesdon-pc.gov.uk 

 

Minutes of Full Council meeting held on Tuesday 11 August 2026 at 7pm 
in The Council Chamber, Diamond Jubilee Lodge Wood View Road, Hellesdon 
Norwich Norfolk NR6 5BQ 

 

Present:  
            Cllr David Maidstone (Chair) 

Cllr Roy Forder   Cllr Shelagh Gurney                                           
Cllr Robin Sear              Cllr Mel Maidstone 

 Cllr Andrew Locke   Cllr Lacey Douglass  
            Cllr David Britcher                              Cllr Ian Duckett 

Cllr Bill Johnson              Cllr Nigel Barker 

 
In attendance: 
Jonathan Hall (Clerk & RFO) 
Cllr Nick Taylor (Norfolk County Councillor) 
One member of the public. 
 
The Chair opened the meeting and with member’s approval agreed items 14 and 15 of the agenda 
would be brought forward and discussed after item 4.  

1. Apologies and acceptance for absence  

Apologies were received and accepted from Cllrs Sue Holland, John Knowles, David Fahy, 
Gemma Diffey and Mike Hicks.  

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations 

None.   

3. Minutes from Full Council meeting held 14 July 2026  

The minutes of the meeting held on 14 July 2026 were agreed as a true and accurate record.   

4. Public Participation 

None.  

5. Other Council’s Reports  

a) County Councillor report.  
 
Cllr Taylor had provided a written report which had been circulated to members before the 
meeting. The report is attached to these minutes at appendix A.  
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b) District Councillor reports. 
Cllr Gurney (Hellesdon North West) advised that she had been dealing with various planning 
matters including HMOs (House in Multiple Occupation) 
 
Cllr Douglass (Hellesdon South East) reported that she was working with planning enforcement 
regarding a number of potential HMOs without planning permission.  
 
Cllr Johnson (Hellesdon North West) advised a number of the committee’s on which he sits had 
meetings cancelled.   
 

6. Parish reports 

a) Clerk’s report. 
The Clerk’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting and was noted.  
 

b) Chair’s report.  
The Chair reported he had received a letter from the Chair of Hellesdon Parish Hall regarding 
the Hellesdon village sign which was in the process of being replaced. The original sign, which 
had been located in front of the Parish Hall had deteriorated and was removed as it was 
dangerous. The replacement sign once completed would be positioned in the middle of The Bull 
roundabout. The Clerk would contact the Chair of the Parish Hall to advise of the position and 
discuss whether a duplicate of the replacement sign could be produced.  
 

7. Financial Matters  
 
It was RESOLVED to approve: 

a) The list of payments and receipts from 1 June 2026 to 31 July 2026. 
b) Earmarked Reserves Summary to June 31 July 2026. 
c) The Bank reconciliation to 31 July 2026. 

 
d) It was RESOLVED to agree the standing orders and financial regulations amendments as 

highlighted in the interim auditors letter dated 10 February 2026 under recommendation 12.  
 

e) To consider appointment of Internal Auditor for 26/27 financial year.  
It was RESOLVED to appoint Larking Gowen as the Council’s Internal Auditor for 2026/2027 
 

f) To consider appointment of further bank signatories. 
It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Gurney and Cllr Barker as bank signatories.  
 

g) To receive report from Annual Governnace & Accountability Return (AGAR) working group 
meeting held on 5 August 2026.  
The Chair of the Working Group, Cllr David Maidstone provided an update. An action plan had 
been drafted and agreed at the meeting. It was RESOLVED to accept this plan. The plan would 
be forwarded to the External Auditors and published on the Council’s website.  
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8. Committees 
 
To receive reports from Chairs of Committees and to note. 

a) Committee Centre & Café Committee 
The draft minutes of the meeting held 4 August 2026 had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 

b) Environment Committee.  
A meeting of the committee had been held prior to the Full Council meeting at 5.30pm. The 
Chair advised the committee had discussed the recent visit to Mile Cross to view their green 
spaces projects, received an update on the tree planting project, consider grant funding from 
RHS for community growing projects and noted Norse had been asked to stop cutting grass 
verges in Hellesdon until substantial amounts of rain have fallen.  
 

c) Events Committee 
It was noted that the next meeting date was 18 August 2026. 
 

d) Planning Committee 
No report. 
 

e) Playingfields, Allotments & Amenities 
The Clerk advised that the next meeting had been booked for 10 September 2026 at 7pm.  
 

f) Property, Policy & Resources. 
The next meeting is scheduled for 28 September 2026. 
 

g) Staffing 
 

I. The minutes of the meeting held on 30 July 2026 had been circulated prior to the 
meeting and were noted.  

II. It was RESOLVED to accept the amended terms of reference for the committee. 
III. It was RESOLVED to commission Council HR and Governance Support Ltd to undertake 

a HR Governance review.  
 

The Clerk confirmed HR training has been organised for 20 August 2026 at 2pm. Cllr David 
Maidstone would be unable to attend and it was RESOLVED to allow him to view the training 
recording afterwards to meet the necessary requirements of the Committee’s membership.  

 

Other Business 

 
9. To appoint the Clerk as the Council’s Data Protection Officer. 

It was RESOLVED to appoint the Clerk as the Data Protection Officer for Hellesdon Parish 
Council. 

 
10. To receive report from the Airport Consultative Committee meeting held 22 July 2026. 

Cllr Gurney gave a verbal report on the meeting which had been held at Norwich Airport. The 
AGM had been held and Cllr Gurney was reappointed as the Chair of the Committee. Airport 
traffic had increased by 7% with new destinations being added to the schedule. Drop off and 
Pick up charges have created issues in nearby roads and locations, as had long term parking to 
avoid parking fees.  
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11. To receive a verbal update from Youth Project Working Group 
The Clerk gave a verbal update. A date for an inaugural meeting was being arranged, however it 
is likely there would be little movement until the schools start the autumn term. An article has 
appeared in Just Hellesdon promoting the initiative. 
 

12. To receive a verbal update from the Car Parking Working Group.  
The Clerk gave a verbal update and advised that contact had been made with all businesses 
located within The Bull Roundabout vicinity. Several responses had been received already 
although the new management at The Bull Pub had only started the previous day. A date would  
be circulated to the working group shortly.   
 

13. To appoint member(s) to the St Paul’s Church Working Group for the purposes of holding 
an informal meeting at a convenient time and venue to discuss the building project to 
replace St Paul’s Church and to agree the needs of facilities for the community.  
A letter from St Paul’s had been circulated prior to the meeting outlining the purpose of the 
working group. It was RESOLVED to appoint Cllrs Britcher, Gurney and Maidstone to the 
working group. 
 

14. To receive and agree response to s106 requirements for Hellesdon Hospital site for future 
discussions with developers/ planners.  
Cllr Gurney provided some background and context for members, following her meeting with 
Broadland District Council’s planning department, at which Cllr Douglass had also been present. 
The increased burden on patient numbers at the GP surgery was discussed as new 
developments would impact on medical services. The small parcels of land which had been 
allocated as recreational space on the indicative plan of the site, were thought to be 
inconsequential to the recreational need for the Parish and a larger whole piece of land was 
required. The Facilities Manager and Cllr Duckett as Environment Committee Chair were asked 
to visit the meadow area beyond the field area to obtain a view of the potential pitfalls of 
maintenance. The Council RESOLVED to: 
 

• Appoint Cllrs Gurney and Douglass to a working group to produce a document setting 
out the Council’s preferred options for provisions to be provided under a section 106 
agreement.  

• Request that Broadland District Council consider placing a Woodland Tree Preservation 
Order on the whole site.  

 
15. To agree statement of case for submission prior to Planning Appeal for Planning 

application 2024/3511 The Norwich Golf Club, Drayton High Road, Norwich Norfolk NR6 
5AH 
The Chair advised that planning applications for phases 3,4,5 and 6 of the Persimmon 
development was going to an appeal inquiry. The Parish Council had registered to speak at the 
inquiry. After discussion it was RESOLVED to: 

• Appoint Cllr David Maidstone as the Council’s Case Conference representative with Cllr 
Gurney as substitute. The conference would be held on Teams on August 25 2026.  

• Appoint Cllrs Douglass, Gurney, Johnson and David Maidstone  to a working group to 
produce a Statement of Case to be submitted to the planning inspectorate no later than 
26 August 2026.  

 
16. The next meeting of Full Council was confirmed as 8 September 2026 at 7pm in Council 

Chamber, Diamond Jubilee Lodge, Woodview Road Hellesdon Norwich NR6 5QB 
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17. It was RESOLVED under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 to exclude the 
press and public for the remainder of the meeting remaining in view of the confidential nature of 

the business to be transacted. 
 
Meeting was closed to the Press and Public at 9.26pm  

 
18. To receive an update on the advice from NP Law regarding comments made on Social 

Media.  
The Clerk provided members with an update of the advice received from the solicitors at NP Law.  

 
19. To answer questions (if any) arising from confidential staffing matters.  

No questions were raised.  

 
Meeting ended 9.29pm  

  



5. Other Council’s Reports  

a) To receive a report from the County Councillor and to note.  

 
Hellesdon County Councillor Update 

Hellesdon Parish Council meeting August 11th 2026 
 

Here’s a brief update on some of the key issues and activity from the past month. 
 
Norfolk County Council will soon have a new CEO 
 
Since the departure of Tom McCabe Norfolk County Council has been undergoing a 
process to find a new CEO. There have been 47 applications for the role and following a 
comprehensive sifting process, four candidates were interviewed by a panel last week 
and a preferred candidate was selected. A special full council meeting on August 14th 
will confirm Dennis Bacon as the new CEO. 
 
Local Issues 
 
I have continued to work on a range of local issues raised by residents. I met with one 
of the District councillors for Hellesdon and a group of concerned residents at City View 
Road to discuss the proposed plans to mitigate the parking issues caused by the 
Whiffler Public House on July 27th. The proposals from Highways include double yellow 
lines on both sides of the road between the junctions with Boundary Road and Hercules 
Road and around the junctions, re-seeding of the verges and timber bollards. 
 
Holiday makers parking in residential streets in Hellesdon near the Airport continues to 
be a problem. I have been out to look at issues in Heath Crescent and Middletons Lane 
and will have Highways implement mitigation works. We do need a longer-term solution 
to alleviate this problem. Whilst we should all want the airport to thrive and contribute to 
the local economy; the parking issues cannot keep impacting local residents in 
Hellesdon. I have asked my cabinet colleague, Kabeer Kher, who sits on the Airport 
Consultative Committee to take the issue up with the airport management. I have also 
put forward the idea that we could somehow use the council’s underutilised park and 
ride site as part of a longer-term solution. 
 
Robin Hunter-Clarke, Deputy Leader of the council, has written to all town and parish 
councils in Norfolk about the Parish Partnership Scheme which is a matched funding 
scheme for local projects. This scheme has been in place for some time, but some 
councils aren’t taking full advantage of it. I would like Robin to meet the Clerk and 
members of the parish council to discuss how the scheme could be used to fund a 
project for Hellesdon. 
 
I have received requests from residents asking for an additional request stop on 
Reepham Road for the 602 bus that is used by families to get their children to Reepham 

Appendix A 



High School. At present children have to travel to Horseford before catching the 602. I 
am in dialogue with Sanders Coaches who seem willing to help alleviate the problem. 
 
 
The recycling of fridges and freezers has become an increasing problem due to the 
capacity at national level to deal with the volume of fridges and freezers being disposed 
of. Norfolk residents may find it increasingly difficult to dispose of these items at our 
recycling centres. I will report back when we know more about plans to increase 
capacity. 
  
If you have an issue you would like me to look into, please don’t hesitate to get in touch. 
Residents are encouraged to report Highways issues online at 
highways@norfolk.gove.uk. 
 
Council Business 
 
The Cabinet meeting on August 3rd signed off on the financial report moving forward 
that will result in a balanced budget. The council remains under significant financial 
pressure due to the rate of increase for adult social care and SEND services. Balancing 
the budget will require savings to be made in other areas and for additional revenues to 
be generated from the council’s assets. 
 
Community Engagement 
 
I will be starting monthly surgeries in the library on the first Thursday of each month at 
10am commencing September 3rd. I have asked the parish clerk and the library to 
promote these events. 
 
Keeping in Touch 
 
If you have any questions, concerns or suggestions, please feel free to contact me. 
Your feedback is always welcome, and I remain committed to representing the interests 
of everyone in our community. 
 
Kind Regards  
 
Cllr Nick Taylor 
Hellesdon Division  
 
Email: nick.taylor.cllr@norfolk.gov.uk  Phone: 07881 962917 
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