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The official magazine of hellesdon Parish council

Councillor Shelagh Gurney, 
Chairman of Hellesdon Parish Council

hristmas is almost with us again and at this season 
of mid-winter celebration each one of us will 
probably take time to think about 2015 and what 
has been happening to ourselves, our families and 

our friends. There will have been high moments and low 
moments, happy times and sad times, sunny days and 
darker days, but as the year draws to a close, let us hope 
that we will be able to take some good thoughts with us 
into 2016.
Within the Hellesdon community there will be people 
who are not blessed with a family or a circle of friends to 
keep watchful eyes on them.  If you have a neighbour who 
lives alone would you consider popping a Christmas card 
through the door and perhaps include your phone number?  
As you come and go, could you glance at their windows 
and see whether the lights and   curtains are “normal”?  
If we have a white Christmas would you be able to spend 
a little time clearing a path to the bin or to the gate? 
Perhaps you might offer to get some grocery items for 
them? Such acts of kindness do take time and effort to fit 
in at this busy season but they can make a lonely person 
feel that someone somewhere is thinking about them.
We look with sadness at the tragedies displayed on 
the television screen - weather-related, man-made, 
geographical – the enormity of which can make us feel so 
helpless.  However if we are able to do something closer to 
home, perhaps in some small way we can contribute to the 
larger “whole”.
I hope that I will be able to see as many of you as possible 
around the community in the next few weeks, perhaps at 
the Over 65s Christmas Party or the Family Night a week 
later, but whether we meet or not, I would like to wish 
every one of you peace at Christmas and a New Year filled 
with hope.PLEASE 
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Office opening hours:
Monday – Friday
9.30am – 12.30pm • 1.30pm - 3.30pm

The Clerk is available at other times.  
Please contact the Council Office to make 
an appointment.

Clerk to the Council
Mrs Patricia Kirby

Finance Officer
Mr. Shaun Otway

PA R I S H  C O U N C I L  M E E T I N G S
The monthly Parish Council meeting is normally 
held in the Council Chamber Diamond Jubi-
lee Lodge at 7pm on the first Tuesday of every 
month.  Please check notice boards and website 
for  confirmation.  

The agendas for these and any other meeting ar-
ranged will be advertised on the Parish Council 
notice boards and website at least 3 full work-
ing days before the meeting takes place.

Hellesdon North West Ward 
Mr Greg Britton 07964916815
e-mail: gandmbritton@btinternet.com
Mr Danny Buck 07947876884
e-mail: danny.buck@live.co.uk
Mr Graham Everett 01603 868332 / 07876618759
email: grahameverett@btinternet.com
Mrs Shelagh Gurney 01603 403122
e-mail: shelagh@gurney45.freeserve.co.uk
Mr Nigel Hopkins 01603 415407
e-mail: nigel.hopkins@ntlworld.com
Mr Des Jones-Blackett 01603 424769
e-mail:enidjonesblackett@btinternet.com
Mrs Sue Prutton 01603 413890 / 07786103575
e-mail: sueprutton@waitrose.com
Mr Mike Walsh 01603 412844
e-mail: Walsh.mike13@yahoo.co.uk

Hellesdon South East Ward 
Mr Tony Adam 01603 405367
e-mail: anthony.adams4@btopenworld.com
Mrs Dorothy Attenborough 01603 488788
No internet available
Mrs Ursula Franklin 01603 423535
e-mail: ursulafranklin19@gmail.com
Mr Richard Grady 01603 406419 / 07980942962
e-mail: rchrdgrady237@gmail.com
Mr. Dev Ghimire 07590065816 
e-mail:devghimire@gmail.com
Mr David King 07858626772
e-mail:kavidgind@sky.com 
Mr John Knowles 01603 486188 / 07427114340
e-mail: johnhunterknowles@mac.com
Miss Jane Wright 01603 947512 /  07791306002
e-mail: jane.wright19@virginmedia.com

If you are uncertain about which ward you live in please 
contact the Clerk to the Council on 01603 301751
In addition to details stated all councillors are 
contactable through the Parish Council Office

County & District Councillors
Norfolk County Councillor
Mrs Shelagh Gurney 01603 403122
e-mail: shelagh.gurney@norfolk.gov.uk

Broadland District Councillors
Hellesdon North West Ward
Mr Danny Buck 07947876884
e-mail: cllr.danny.buck@broadland.gov.uk
Mrs Shelagh Gurney 01603 403122
e-mail: cllr.shelagh.gurney@broadland.gov.uk

Hellesdon South East Ward
Tony Adams 01603 405367
e-mail: cllr.anthony.adams@broadland.gov.uk
Richard Grady    01603 406419 / 07980942962
e-mail: cllr.richard.grady@broadland.gov.uk

Y o u r  C o u n c i l l o r s

P L E A S E  K E E P  I N  T O U C H

The Grapevine is published quarterly in March, 
June, September and December.  

To keep right up to date visit the parish council 
website: www.hellesdon-pc.gov.uk

We welcome your contributions.  If you want to 
submit articles or photos, advertise or comment 
on content or circulation please contact Patricia 
Kirby on 01603 301751.  The Parish Council does 
not imply endorsement of any goods or services in 
this newsletter.

The Council office is situated on the 
Hellesdon Community Centre/Library site 

at
Diamond Jubilee Lodge

Wood View Road
Hellesdon, Norwich NR6 5QB

01603 301751 (after hours answerphone)

parishclerk@hellesdon-pc.gov.uk

www.hellesdon-pc.gov.uk
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D AT E S  F O R  Y O U R  D I A R Y

Residents should note that all Parish Council full meetings and Committee meetings 
will take place in the Council Chamber, Diamond Jubilee Lodge, unless otherwise stated.

DATE MEETING TIME
Mon 14th December 
2015

Property, Policy and Resources 7.00pm

Tues 15th December 
2015

Planning Committee 6.30pm

Tues 5th January 2016 Planning Committee 6.15pm
Tues 5th January 2016 Parish Council 7.00pm
Tues 19th January 2016 Planning Committee 6.30pm
Mon 1st February 2016 Staffing Committee 7.00pm
Tues 2nd February 2016 Planning Committee 6.15pm
Tues 2nd February 2016 Parish Council Meeting 7.00pm
Mon 8th February 2016 Media and Communications 7.00pm
Mon 15th February 2016 Property, Policy and Resources 7.00pm
Tues 16th February 2016 Planning Meeting 6.15pm
Tues 16th February 2016 Playing Fields, Amenities and Allotments 7.00pm
Tues 1st March 2016 Planning Meeting 6.15
Tues 1st March 2016 Parish Council Meeting 7.00
Tues 15th March 2016 Planning Meeting 6.30pm

Ask the Oracle

What to do and who to contact when assistance is needed on local matters! 

I am thinking of making some alterations to my property.  Rather than speak to someone on the 
telephone, can I have a face to face meeting with anyone to discuss what I may or may not do?

Broadland District Council has a duty planner who is on duty Monday to Friday from 08.30 to 13.00 who 
will meet with you at Thorpe Lodge and answer your queries and give general advice.  You do not require 
an appointment to see the planning officer though please note that if the officer is currently with some-
one else, you will need to wait.  You can still contact the Planning Administration Team who will answer 
general queries.  Broadland District Council is located at Thorpe Lodge, 1 Yarmouth Road, Thorpe St 
Andrew, Norwich NR7 0DU and can be contacted on 01603 430509 or 
via email: planning.administration@broadland.gov.uk.  
Further information can be found at www.broadland.gov.uk/housing_and_planning

Can I renew my bus pass at the Parish Council Office?
Unfortunately the Parish Council Office does not offer this service at present.  Bus pass can only be renew 
through Norfolk County Council.   Norfolk County Council will write to you about 6 weeks prior to expiry 
of your bus pass with instructions of how to renew your pass.   These include online, by post and 
in person at a number of locations including Norwich.   Should you require further information 
please contact Customer Service Centre on 0344 800 8020
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Highways Report from 
Councillor Shelagh Gurney 

Norfolk County Councillor for Hellesdon

Many of you have either contacted me personally or the Parish Office to enquire 
what all the coloured road markings mean that we have seen painted on many 
of our parishes roads.  

Recently Norfolk County Council has been successful in bidding for additional funding 
from the Department of Transport to improve drainage infrastructure around the city 
fringe area.  As part of the “Challenge Fund” bid, several drainage improvements will be 
carried out in Hellesdon, Sprowston, Old Catton and Thorpe St. Andrew over the next two 
years.  This will involve connecting roads which are currently served by boreholes and 
soakaways onto the existing positive drainage system.

The new system needs to be designed and the markings that residents have seen painted 
on the roads around Hellesdon are part of the initial survey work which is required for 
this.  The coloured lines are identified by Operatives using ground sonar equipment, 
which located the buried services such as cables and pipes.  The position of these cables 
is accurately mapped into the design plans so that there is no conf lict with existing 
services.

More information will become available as plans and designs proceed, and I will let you 
all know what the timetable is for the planned works in due course.

Shelagh Gurney
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Hellesdon’s September Centenarians

Congratulations to two Hellesdon residents who celebrated three-figure birthdays in 
September. Miss Phyllis Sparks, who still lives independently, enjoyed visits from 
neighbours, friends and family on 24th September and several of them watched as 

she opened a very special card from HM the Queen.
Miss Sparks was born in Norwich but moved to Hellesdon over fifty years ago. She has 

had many interests during her lifetime and although this former member of the Hellesdon 
Gardening Club is not as active in the garden as she used to be, her garden has come to her 
and she has a packed conservatory. 

Mrs Alice Young, the oldest 
resident at Redlands House,  
received  a 100th birthday card 
from the Queen three years ago 
so is having to wait two more 
years to hear from Her Majesty 
again. Originally trained as a 
sign-writer and window dresser 
in Scarborough Art College, she 
went on to marry and have four 
sons.

Mrs Young celebrated 
her 103rd birthday on 30th 
September and among her 
many visitors was Mrs Shelagh 
Gurney, Chairman of the Parish 
Council, who presented her with 
a bouquet. 

Afterward, Mrs Gurney said how much she had enjoyed her afternoon with this 
“remarkable lady” and all the other residents at Redlands House.     

Shelagh Gurney

The Parish Council Office will be closed over Christmas
From 12.30pm on 24th December 2015 until 9.30am 4th January 2016
The next Parish Council Meeting is on the 5th January 2016 at 7.00pm
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A MESSAGE FROM NORFOLK 
LIBRARY SERVICE

HELP US TO IMAGINE THE FUTURE 
OF NORFOLK’S LIBRARY SERVICE

Your view counts - fill in our survey and contribute to the debate.

Norfolk County Council are thinking about the role that our library services should play 
in the future and how communities can help us achieve this.

We are interested in everyone’s views in Norfolk, whether you are an existing library 
user, whether you have used the libraries in the past or whether you have never used a 
Norfolk Library before.

Please tell us about how you use or have used our services in our online survey: 

www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/reimagininglibraries/

Or pick up a copy at your local library and return it to a member of staff when complete.  
  

Elena Judd

Hellesdon Parish Council 

Carnival
Saturday 

16th July 2016

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
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Did You Know?

The site designated for house building on Eversley Road has connections with two 
of the stalwarts of Norwich Industry now unfortunately vanished from the local 
scene. The first being Hindes and Hardy, who had a silk mill on Oak Street. The 

company was founded in the early 19th century by Ephraim Hinde and was renowned for 
the manufacture of black mourning crepe, popular in the Victorian era, and later for the 
production of Silk.

In 1928 the factory was built on Eversley road, at a time of the company’s expansion, to 
produce artificial silk. This factory employed mainly young female unemployed boot and 
shoe workers. The company’s intention to impose double shift working at the Eversley 
road site resulted in industrial strife, with 70 women striking and an angry exchange of 
letters in the local press between the owners and the employees’ trade union.

During the Second World War the factory was involved in producing fabrics for the war 
effort including silk and nylon for parachutes and barrage balloons. When the main 
factory in Oak Street was bombed in 1942 and put out of action for some months, extra 
shifts were worked at Eversley road to compensate. Following the cease of hostilities the 
main products of the company became nylon and rayon textiles. In 1961 the company 
consolidated its production in Norwich at the St Mary’s Mill resulting in the closure of 
the Eversley Road factory.

At this point the second big name in Norwich’s industrial history became involved in 
operations on the site, this being Boulton and Paul Ltd, who could trace their origins in 
Norwich back to 1797. The company was a major local employer in the city involved in 
the manufacture of structural steelwork, joinery, aircraft and wire netting during their 
long history. They were also involved in the building of airships until the ill-fated R101 
crashed in Belgium effectively ending the British involvement with airships. 

Boulton and Paul began the manufacture of aluminium windows in the old silkworks 
buildings on Eversley Road, employing 250 people at the time the facility was closed in 
1976, thus making way for the final occupant of the site,  Eastern Glazed Ceramics, who 
used the buildings as a warehouse and sales outlet for ceramic tiles.

Richard Grady
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY AT 
ST. MARY’S HELLESDON CHURCH AND WAR MEMORIAL

On Sunday 8th November, The Royal British Legion Service of Remembrance was held 
at St Mary’s Church, Low Road, Hellesdon. The Service was attended by the Chairman 
of the Parish Council, Councillor Shelagh Gurney, Councillors Tony Adams and John 

Knowles, together with Mrs Patricia Kirby, Clerk to the Council. The Service of Remembrance was 
conducted by Reverend Louise Alder. The Chairman laid a wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.
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F O R  H E L L E S D O N  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L
T R A F F I C  I N  H E R C U L E S  R O A D

The “Access Only” signs at the Boundary Road entrance to City View Road and at the 
Reepham Road ends of Mountfield Avenue, Hastings Avenue and Harlington Avenue 
are consistently ignored as motorists seek to avoid the Boundary Junction and this 

fact was brought to the July meeting of the Parish Council by a resident of Hercules Road 
who reported that he had counted up to 300 cars recently using this rat run morning and 
evening. The resident was not complaining of traffic speeding but rather of the traffic 
volumes.

This issue has been one of which the council has been aware for many years. It had once 
been proposed to close the road totally to through traffic but as residents were unable to 
agree which was the most suitable point for this closure to take place, it did not happen.

Fortunately the Community Speed Watch Team had the use of the portable SAM equipment 
scheduled for mid-July 2015 (something which happens for one week every three months or 
so). Using it on this occasion mainly as a counting mechanism, the following figures were 
obtained:

The issue raised by the resident in July coupled with these figures were discussed 
at the September meeting of the Property, Policy and Resources committee. 
Pinch points and speed bumps (though the latter are now falling out of favour) 

can bring a measure of relief when the complaint is one of excessive speeding  but in 
this case it was the sheer volume that had brought the resident to the council meeting, 
and indeed neither of the two systems mentioned above would act as a deterrent .  It 
should also be borne in mind that any restrictions made to this road complex must 
accommodate the bus service.

One specific deterrent discussed was the use of a bus gate at morning and evening 
peaks on the Boundary Road / City View Road junction but this would act as a bar to 
residents and rat-runners alike. In addition the actual volumes concerned, distressing 
though they may be to local residents, would not justify the expense. 

As a matter of interest it should be noted that Hellesdon Low Road regularly “hosts” 
900 vehicles per hour at peak times and 6-700 cars per hour are counted on Reepham 
Road as a matter of routine throughout the day.

Sue Prutton
Parish Councillor and Community Speed Watch team member

Tuesday  14th July 2015
Between 07.46 and 09.16 
Traffic approaching Boundary Road

261 Wednesday 15th July 2015 
Between 17.12 and 18.22 
Traffic leaving Boundary Road

195

COMMUNITY
SPEEDWATCH
NEEDS YOU !
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Don’t Forget to HAVE YOUR SAY . . .
Planning application: 20151770 Persimmon Housing Development Proposal 
The Parish Council Exhibition of the planned development and consequent public meeting, revealed the concern that 
local residents have over this hugely significant development for our parish. For more information online go to: 
www.broadland.gov.uk and search for the ‘Planning Explorer’. Enter the planning application number: 20151770 
and check all of the related documents. Make sure your views are heard by the Broadland District Council planning 
authority. Broadland District Council is our local planning authority and all responses to this application should be 
directed to them at: Thorpe Lodge, 1 Yarmouth Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR7 0DH Telephone 01603 431 133
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ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Boniface, Brabazon Road

Sundays 8 am - Mass
Holy Days 10.00 am - Mass

CHURCH OF ENGLAND
St Mary’s, Low Road

1st & 3rd Sundays 11 am - Holy Communion
2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 11 am –

Morning Worship
Wednesdays 10 am – Holy Communion

St Paul’s, Hawthorne Avenue
Holy Communion -

8am 1st & 3rd Sunday.
Common Worship Morning Praise - 

9.30am 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays.
Common Worship Holy Communion -

9.30am 2nd & 4th Sunday.
4th Sunday also has a Healing/Anointing time
10am Cafe Style Service at selected Services

(See Banner outside the week before)
Holy Communion 10am Wednesdays

Study 12.30/1pm Wednesdays 
with Rev McGinley

Open Doors 10am Thursdays
Rock Solid (term time) 7pm Thursdays

METHODIST
Aylsham Road, Mile Cross

Sundays 10.45 am -
Morning Service & Sunday School.

Also occasional Sunday evenings 6.30 pm
Thursday mornings  Drop-In from 10 till 12 & 

a service at 12.15 to 12.45

SALVATION ARMY
Salvation Army, Boundary Road

Sundays 11 am – Holiness Meeting
Sundays 5 pm – Salvation Meeting

Sundays 9.45 am – “Kids Alive” Club

MEADOW WAY CHAPEL
Sundays 10.45 am – Family Worship

at Hellesdon Community Centre
7.00pm – Evening Service at

Meadow Way Chapel
Meadow Way run lots of weekly

Activities for all age groups
Please check website

www.meadow-way.org.uk

CHURCH SERVICES
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Hellesdon Community Centre
Middletons Lane
Wednesday 5pm

&
Thursday 10am

For more information call
Lisa on 01603 400344

GOLDEN STARS LINE DANCING
Line Dancing is good exercise, lots of fun, no 

partner needed, all ages are welcome.
Why not give one of our classes a try?  

Complete Beginners to Experienced Dancers

Tue

Wed
Thu

St Faiths Centre (10 – 11am)
Horstead, Tithe Barn (7 – 9pm)
Hellesdon Community Centre (1.30-2.30pm)
Spixworth Methodist Church (10-11am)
Hellesdon Community Centre (1.30-2.30pm)

Day classes £3.50 Evening classes £4.00
Please ring for more details

Glenda / Sheila (01603) 890708 / 279294

Do you run a group that would benefit from the use of 
a professional surface to play tennis or netball?

Do you want to offer coaching but 
cannot find an all-weather facility?

Hellesdon Recreation Ground 
has an excellent floodlit hard surface area 

offered at very competitive rates.
For further details contact:

Hellesdon Parish Council on 01603 301751 or

email: parishclerk@hellesdon-pc.gov.uk
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Friendly Reliable Service ~ No Job too Small 

TIM THE PLUMBER 
Bathroom Installation, maintenance, 

General Plumbing Repairs. 
 

Tele: 01603 710390 or 07881 478848 
 

Tim.newstead@btinternet.com 
 

City & Guilds Qualified ~ Fully Insured 

01603 517330

Landscaping, Fencing,
Paving, Driveways
and Patios

  Full design service, free advice & competitive quotes
  Patios, landscaping, turfing, fences, hedges & treework
  Driveways in all styles
  First class, friendly service with highly skilled tradesmen
  Fully insured, guaranteed work
  Local authority approved
  Norfolk County Council’s Trusted Trader Scheme member
  Discounts for OAPs

www.knightslandscaping.co.uk

A friendly service from local specialists

SUMMER 2015

LINE DANCING 
 

Line Dancing is good exercise, lots of fun, no 
partner needed, all ages are welcome. Why 

not give one of our classes a try?  All you will 
need are comfortable shoes and a sense of 

humour. 
Mondays 
 
Tuesdays 
 
Wednesdays 
Thursdays 

Hellesdon Community Centre  
St Faiths Centre 
St Faiths Centre  
Horstead, Tithe Barn 
Royal British Legion Norwich 
Hellesdon Community Centre 

Day classes £3.50 Evening classes £4.00 
Please ring for more details 

Glenda / Sheila (01603) 890708 / 279294 

NO SILLY OFFERS 

PRICES DIRECT 

FROM OUR FACTORY 

Home Improvement Specialists 

NO FALSE  
DISCOUNTS 

FENSA 

FREEPHONE 

0800 015 0574 
www.ssge.co.uk 

Established 1983 

Chiropody 

By 

Paula J. Lee MbchA, Mssch. 

Qualified Surgical Chiropodist 

H.P.C Registered Member 

For an appointment please telephone 

(01603) 425871 

 

Wednesday 5.00pm
&

Thursday 10.00am
For more information call

Lisa on 01603 400344

5

Carl Pigott
Professional Painter & Decorator

Full Public Liability

Tel:  01603 461043
Mob: 07787 156660

New Swing for Meadow Way

A new swing has been instal led at 
Meadow Way play area to replace the 
old t imber swing which was removed 
for safety reasons. 

The new swing was instal led by 
SMP Hags in Apri l .  It is constucted 
of powder coated steel and is of a 
modern design. It is hoped this new 
faci l i ty wil l  provide many hours of 
swinging pleasure!

The replacement swing is a result 
of the continuing and ongoing 
maintenance, replacement and 
improvment programme of Playing 
Fields equipment at both Meadow 
Way and the Recreation Ground play 
areas and is undertaken as part of the 
budget programme for the f inancial 
year.

ZANUSSI SPECIALIST 
18 Years Experience 

01603 403104 or 07885706509 
WASHERS  *  DRYERS  *  COOKERS  *  DISHWASHERS  *

MOST OTHER MAKES 

Opening Hours
Monday 10am-1pm
Tuesday 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm
Wednesday 10am-1pm,2pm-5pm
Thursday 10am-1pm, 2pm-8pm
Friday 10am-1pm, 2pm-5pm
Saturday 10am-1pm

Phone 01603 427 790        
Email Hellesdon.lib@norfolk.gov.uk

Hellesdon Library Information

H U R R I C A N E S
Swim Club

Hurricanes Swimming Club (est. 1999) offer 
swimming lessons at Hellesdon High and Drayton 
Junior Schools for beginners and improvers from 

age 3 1/2 years upwards. 
All taught by qualified ASA teachers. 

Free taster sessions available on request. 
Hurricanes is a Validated Learning 

Destination for the Children’s University                                           
Contact Jo Hamilton (01603 262517) or 

Denise Bale (01603 412594) for more details, 
or e-mail hurricaneswimclub@btinternet.com                            

Website www.hurricaneswimclub.co.uk

CHANGES TO THE “GRAPEVINE”
At the most recent meeting of the Media and Communications Committee it was decided 
to make some basic changes to the “Grapevine” starting with this Winter Edition.
It will be immediately obvious that some extra colour has been introduced in this issue.  
From the Spring Edition colour will be used throughout and the type of paper used will 
be changed to support this.  

The content and appearance of the magazine will alter gradually over the next two or 
three issues in that it has been decided that the use of advertisements will be phased 
out. No new ones are being accepted and as existing advertising agreements come to an 
end they will not be renewed so that eventually the magazine will have fewer pages.

We hope that you will continue to enjoy reading the new-look “Grapevine” and we 
would like to thank all organisations and businesses who have advertised in our earlier 
editions

NOT RECEIVED A COPY?
If you hear of somebody not receiving a copy, then let the council office know on 01603 

301751. Deadline for article & adverts for the Spring 2016 issue is: 

Friday 22nd January 2016
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Under the terms of the Occupiers’ Liability Acts 1957 and 1984 the Parish Council is 
responsible for taking all reasonably practicable measures to ensure the safety of all 
visitors to its premises and land. This includes the need for suitable precautions during 

severe weather conditions.
The areas covered by this policy are hard surface car parks and hard surface footways to the 
main entrances of buildings, and the policy has been developed following a review of the existing 
risk assessment.

In order to comply with the legal requirement in a practical manner, the Parish Council’s policy 
with regard to the management of surfaces which may become hazardous due to snow and ice is 
as follows:

• We will ensure that areas are well-lit during times of poor visibility when the sites are 
open, so that obstructions and potential hazards can be seen.

• We will inspect hard surface car parks and access ways to buildings daily during severe 
weather conditions.  We will endeavour to clear snow and ice and spread salt/grit on the 
cleared area to provide a designated pathway to buildings.  We may take other action 
deemed appropriate and this may be displaying suitable notices closing car parks or other 
measures that may be considered practicable.

• We will not grit/salt the remainder of the parking areas or non-essential access routes.
• We will keep a log of inspections carried out and any action taken.

HELLESDON PARISH COUNCIL
MANAGEMENT OF OUTDOOR SURFACES

IN SEVERE WEATHER CONDITIONS

As we are now leaving November behind residents are reminded that the Recreation Ground 
and Mountfield Park close at 4pm, with Meadow Way closing from 3.45pm.   This closing is 
in line with the Winter schedule which applies from 1 November until the end of February.  

While most residents are appreciative of this, there have been occasions where Parish Council staff 
have been subject to abuse while undertaking unlocking and locking duties.  
Whilst during the winter schedule Mountfield Park and Meadow Way is opened and closed by the 
Grounds staff Monday to Friday, at weekends these duties are undertaken by Caretaking staff.  The 
opening times of the areas adhere to staff employment times and have to be considered within 
other required duties.  

The Recreation Ground - to remind and clarify:
The gates at the Recreation Ground are opened by the Caretakers who are employed Monday to 
Saturday from 7.30am and Sundays from 8am.  Upon entering the site the duty, providing there 
are no apparent unusual circumstances, is to open the vehicular access on Woodview Road.  The 
remaining site gates are opened after the requirement to enter Hellesdon Community Centre to 
ensure there are no immediate issues to be dealt with.

On Sundays, in order to accommodate requirements, the opening of the Community Centre takes 
precedence of opening Wood View Road and the remaining site gates.  Any unusual circumstances 
could result in action being taken that would delay or prevent unlocking of the site and this would 
be the case until any such circumstance is resolved.  

With the number of external gates needing to be opened, it takes 20 – 30 minutes to complete 
unlocking therefore providing there are no unusual circumstances, the parks should be fully 
opened by approximately 8am and 8.30am respectively.  Thank you for your co-operation.

OPENING & CLOSING OF RECREATION GROUND,  
MOUNTFIELD PARK & MEADOW WAY
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PROVISION OF GRIT BINS

The Parish Council as is custom and practice during winter months, receives many 
requests for grit bins.  Grit bins are purchased by the Parish Council and are then 
‘gifted’ to County Highways who accept the responsibility for filling and refilling.  

Maintenance of the bin remains with the parish; however, approval from Norfolk County 
Council Highways has to be gained before the siting of any grit bin on the highway.  
There have been occasions when approval to fund a grit bin has been obtained, only 
to find the agreement from highways cannot be secured.  The Parish Council  will not 
therefore fund or purchase any grit bin until highways approval is secured.
Highways have criteria when considering the siting of grit bins as follows:

- Would it mainly be for road or footway use?
Use on a footway is only agreed in exceptional 
circumstances: 
e.g. outside a shopping centre or entrance to school 
on a sloping   gradient or on an incline                 
- Proximity of gradients
- Proximity to bends in road
- Proximity to footbridges
- Proximity to existing bins
- Number of premises served
- Community facilities within 200m of site
- Winter priority routes within vicinity of site.

Not all the above criteria needs to be met, however some of the above points would work 
against the siting of a bin (e.g. if a Priority 1 or 2 gritting route goes along the road)
The Parish Council policy in respect of addressing requests is as follows:

- Any request for a grit bin is first presented to Highways to ascertain if approval 
would be granted.
- A negative response would be relayed to the requester and subsequently would be 
made known to the - Parish Council.  The Parish Council would have the opportunity 
to challenge the Highways decision.
- A positive response would be relayed to the requester, with the request presented 
to the Parish Council for consideration of purchase.

Welcome to Dev Ghimire 

Mr. Dev Ghimire has been elected to represent 
the Hellesdon South-East Ward. Dev lives in the 
Hellesdon South East Ward on the Cromer Road.  

He is married with one young son. He was delighted to 
be elected onto Hellesdon Parish Council recently and is 
looking forward to working with the other Councillors to 
improve services and facilities for Hellesdon residents. 
Working as a Client Executive for “Marsh”, one of the world’s 
leading insurance brokers and risk advisers, he manages 
International Property e-trading, business platforms for 
Lloyds’ company and overseas markets.  Dev is an active 
school Governor and is particularly interested in school 
finance and administration.  He is also a Trustee and 
Treasurer for the Charity “Nepal in Need.”
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Hellesdon, Horsford & Horsham St Faiths • Safer Neighbourhood Scheme
Crime Summary for the area Broadland and North Norfolk

The following is a local policing update for the Hellesdon & Horsford neighbourhood
Weekly crime summary 25th September to 2nd October 2015
The main message to our community around North Norfolk and Broadland is that of 

vehicle security. 
Please be mindful not to leave any items of value in your car, especially overnight. 
Thieves are targeting work vans in specific and taking any tools left within. 
We have also noticed a number of items taken from roof racks overnight. Items being 
targeted are ladders and bikes. Please remember to take these off and lock them away.
Anyone who witnesses anything suspicious in their community should contact Norfolk 
Police on 101 or dial 999 if a crime is in progress. 

Police Connect – temporary reduced service
 Please be aware that due to the introduction of new software a reduced service continues 
to be provided by Police Connect. 
 Messages will continue to be distributed, but will not include the weekly crime summary. 
The full service will be resumed as soon as possible. 
We apologise for any inconvenience caused. 

News, appeals and information can be accessed 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week at www.norfolk.police.uk

You can contact us on 101 or if you think a crime is actually in progress
then please always dial 999.

Calendar 
December 2015 to March 2016

Monday 14th December • Monday 4th January
Monday 18h January • Monday 1st February

Monday 15th February • Monday 29th February
Monday 14th March • Monday 28th March

Outreach service on every alternate Monday from 10:00 - 13:00
You can access our service at

The Parish Council Office, Diamond Jubilee Lodge, Wood View Road, Hellesdon, Norwich NR6 5QB
Our service is free, confidential & open to everyone in the community. Staff are trained to advise

on virtually any issue, including: 

NEED ADVICE?
We’re here to help • Whoever you are

Whatever the problem

Please note this is an appointment based provisionIf you would like an appointment, 
please telephone our Adviceline on 03444 111444 and quote Hellesdon outreach.

- Welfare benefits & Money & Credit problems
- Employment
- Consumer rights
- Housing & Neighbourhood disputes

- Education & Healthcare
- Immigration & residency queries
- Human rights
- Family & personal issues
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“What’s on in & around Hellesdon”

Does your club, society, organisation need help in promoting your activity?
Do you need more members? Then the Parish Council would like to help.  Send us your 
articles and we will do our best to publish in the forthcoming issues of The Grapevine.

HELLESDON HORTICULTURAL 
ASSOCIATION 

(Your local gardening club)

HALF YEAR PROGRAMME FOR 2016

Mon 18th January From Midnight Sun to Norfolk •David Horsley
Mon 15th February Snowdrops and other Winter Flowers • Richard Hobbs
Mon21st March Growing Veg in Containers and Small Spaces • Pauline Harper
Mon 4th April Demonstration on Delphinium Cutting • Howard Norton
Mon 16th May Landscape Gardening • Andrew Thacker
Mon 20th June The Regeneration of the Blickling Walled Garden • Michael Owers

Meetings at Hellesdon Community Centre – 7.30pm
New members and Guests always welcome!

H E L L E S D O N  F R I E N D S H I P 

C L U B
We have places available for new 

members who are over 60  
We meet on Friday afternoons 

between 2 and 4 pm at Hellesdon 
Community Centre. We enjoy meals, 

outings, entertainment, bingo, 
games and friendship. If you would 

like to join us please contact 
Diane Parker on 01603 928234 or 

simply come and see us on a 
Friday afternoon

The Salvation Army Luncheon Club enjoyed a meal fit for a Queen 
on 9th September, the day on which Queen Elizabeth II became the 
longest serving monarch in modern history. 

Cook Diane served Roast Chicken with all the trimmings followed 
by Queen’s pudding. Everyone agreed that this was a perfect meal 
for a special day.  Anyone who is interested in coming along to the 
luncheon club on Mondays and / or Wednesdays should telephone 
01603 402703. Two course meals with tea or coffee cost £4.00.

T H E  S A LV AT I O N  A R M Y  L U N C H E O N  C L U B
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HELLESDON COMMUNITY CENTRE

The change of management of the Hellesdon Community Centre was the subject of an 
article in the Spring edition. The Parish Council is committed to ensuring the 
continuation of services to the community as outlined in the ‘Business As Usual’ 

article. If you have any queries about the future of the centre please contact the Parish 
Clerk.
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All councils need to produce an annual revenue budget which sets out the financial 
requirements for the forthcoming year. This becomes the basis upon which 
spending policy is approved and how the amount of cash required in order to 

finance the spending plan is calculated.

The total expenditure shown above includes final payments for the build of the new 
office for which a loan was taken out in 2012. It also includes the final payments for 
the refurbishment of the skate park and the outside toilets, now recovered by S106 
agreements. The figures also include capital expenditure to develop the land known as 
HEL2.

The above charts show where the money has come from and how it is spent for the 
financial year ending March 2015.

As is evident from the diagrams, employment of staff impacts extremely highly on 
council expenditure, with the high proportion needed for salaries and associated costs 
for our caretakers. The caretakers are employed by the Parish Council to predominately 
serve in the community centre which is managed by a group of volunteers known as 
Hellesdon Community Centre Board of Trustees and it registered as a charity. However, 
this will cease in January 2016 due to the decision of the Parish Council to bring the 
management of Hellesdon Community Centre in house.

The Accounts for the financial year 2014-15 have now been approved by the appointed Auditors and 
a copy of the documentation can be viewed on local notice boards or in the Parish Council office.

The Annual Revenue Budget
Hellesdon Parish Council


